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LOCAL MP MIKE PENNING VISITS LOCAL PHARMACY AS NATIONAL PHARMACY
FLU VACCINATION SERVICE GETS UNDERWAY

Today Mike Penning MP visited Woodhall pharmacy in Hemel Hempstead to learn
more about the national pharmacy NHS flu vaccination service. The service aims to
make it easier than ever to get an NHS flu jab and to increase the number of at-risk
people across England being protected from ill health over the winter months.



During the visit Mike Penning MP met Jay Doshi, who is member of Lions Club of
Enfield the current pharmacy owner and pharmacist. They discussed the service, the
benefits to patients and Mike received a flu vaccination

Mr Doshi, pharmacist, comments: “The NHS community pharmacy flu vaccination
service, which is now available in Hemel Hempstead, is a great opportunity for more
at-risk people to have their jab protecting them during the winter.

Woodhall Pharmacy has been in heart of the community over the last 30 years
providing an essential and important service to its patients. We have constantly been
evolving as the NHS has changed over the years, despite the threats and challenges
to independent community pharmacy. The support we have received from the local
community has made it all worthwhile.

Community pharmacies are the most accessible healthcare locations and this service
makes it easier than ever for you to get vaccinated, in the main without the need for
an appointment.”

Mike Penning MP commented, "The NHS flu vaccination service is an excellent
service and so accessible, with no appointments required. It only takes a few minutes
and many patients are loyal to their pharmacy, so everyone knows each other quite
well, making it an easy experience. The vaccination will help protect people through
the winter months avoiding an illness that can have serious consequences. |
encourage at-risk people in Hemel Hempstead to make sure they get their flu jab."

About the pharmacy flu vaccination service:

All adults aged 65 years and over, and those aged 18 years or over and in clinical risk
groups, can receive a free of charge NHS flu jab at community pharmacies across the
country, often without the need for an appointment. People in at risk groups include
pregnant women and those with certain medical conditions including asthma and
diabetes. Pharmacists will be using the same vaccination as those offered by GPs and
they are required to notify GPs when they vaccinate people.
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Editor Notes



Mr Jay Doshi is a member of Lions Club International, a charitable organisation.

Community Pharmacists are regulated healthcare professionals. Their training includes a
four-year degree along with a year working in practice followed by examinations.
Pharmacists are experts in medicines and are regulated by the General Pharmaceutical
Council (GPhC).

There are 248 Community Pharmacies in Hertfordshire. Ninety-five percent of the
Hertfordshire population live within a 10 minute drive of a Community Pharmacy, and the
vast majority of these have private consultation rooms. Pharmacies use them to provide a
range of public health and other services including services to help people to get the most
benefit from their medicines and to lead healthier lives.

Hertfordshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee is the representative body for the community
pharmacies in Hertfordshire and provides support, guidance and advice. Full details are
available on the LPC website: www.hertslpc.org.uk.
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